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pleasant to see. When mobs do get together, round any signal object ; and editorial gentlemen, with talent for it, pour-out from their respective barrel-heads, in a persuasive manner, instead of knowledge, ignorance set on fire, they are capable of carrying it far !—Will it be possible to pick-out the small glimmerings of real light, from this mad dance of wi]l-o'-wisps and fire-flies thrown into agitation?'
It will be very difficult, my friend;—why did not you yourself do it ? Most true, ' those actual Voltaire-Friedrich Letters of the time are a resource, and pretty much the sole one : Letters a good few, still extant; which all had their bit of meaning ; and have it still, if well tortured till they give it out, or give some glimmer of it out':—but you have not tortured them; you have left it to me, if I would ! As I assuredly will not (never fear, reader!) — except in the thriftiest degree.
Detached Features (not fabulous) of Voltaire and his Berliitr Potsdam Environment in 1751-2
To the outside crowd of observers, and to himself in gooo. moments, Voltaire represents his situation as the finest in the world:
' Potsdam is Sparta and Athens joined in one ; nothing but reviewing and poetry day by day. The Algarottis, the Maupertuises, are here; have each his work, serious for himself; then gay Supper with a King, who is a great man and the soul of good company.' * * Sparta and Athens, I tell you : ' a Camp of Mars and the Garden of Epicurus; trumpets and violins, War and Philosophy. I have my time all to myself; am at Court and in freedom,—if I were not entirely free, neither an enormous Pension, nor a Gold Key tearing-out one's pocket, nor a halter (Kcou), which they call cordon of an Order, nor even the Suppers with a Philosopher who has gained five Battles, could yield me the least happiness.1 Looked at by you, my outside friends,—ah, had I health, and you here, what a situation !
But seen from within, it is far otherwise.    Alongside of these warblingg
> (Euvres, Ixxiv. 325, 326, 333 (Letters, to D'Argental and others, ' 2;th April—8th May 1751').